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It was only a large stream, deep and clear, formed of the
mountain water, which, half river, half torrent, here rippling
peacefully over the sand, there chafing against the rocks or
dashing down in a cascade, ran towards the lake, over a
distance of a mile and a half, its breadth varying from
thirty to forty feet. Its waters were sweet, and it was
supposed that those of the lake were so also. A fortunate
circumstance, in the event of their finding on its borders a
more suitable dwelling than the Chimneys.
As to the trees, which some hundred feet downwards
shaded the banks of the creek, they belonged, for the most
part, to the species which abound in the temperate zone of
America and Tasmania, and no longer to those conifers
observed in that portion of the island already explored to
some miles from Prospect Heights. At this time of the
year, at the commencement of the month of April, which
represents the month of October, in this hemisphere, that
is, the beginning of autumn, they were still in full leaf.
They consisted principally of casuarinas and eucalypti,
some of which next year would yield a sweet manna,
similar to the manna of the East Clumps of Australian
cedars rose on the sloping banks, which were also covered
with the high grass called " tussac " in New Holland ; but
the cocoa-nut, so abundant in the archipelagos of the
Pacific, seemed to be wanting in the island, the latitude,
doubtless, being too low.